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British Handball Association
Regular Board Meeting

Date: 18 June 2025 Time: 18:30 – 19:15 and 19:30 – 20:00 
Attendance
· Present: Laura Savio Foster (LSF), Jack Askew (JA), David Watt (DW), Ewan Hunter (EH), Stephen Neilson (SN). 
· Apologies: Mike Bain (MB) (attending England board meeting).
· In Attendance: Ian Gatt (newly appointed INED for Performance), Joanna Cook (JC).
1. Governance and Board Appointments
· Chair’s Term: It was confirmed that Stephen Neilson’s term formally commenced on 1 January 2025. The Board is seeking written confirmation of this timeline from UK Sport.
· New Appointment: The Board formally approved the appointment of Ian Gatt as Independent Non-Executive Director (INED) for Performance, effective 18 June 2025.
· Compliance: The BHA is working with the UK Sport Partnership Manager to finalise Tier 2 governance requirements. The Board noted that these requirements must remain commensurate with the organisation's size.
2. Safeguarding and Anti-Doping
· Safeguarding Standards: The Board is reviewing safeguarding documentation to align with current English and Scottish legislative requirements, including DBS/PVG check protocols for all board members.
· Training: Scheduled safeguarding and UKAD (Anti-Doping) training for the Board is being organised to ensure continued compliance and oversight.
3. Strategic Projects and International Relations
· IHF New Markets Project: Following the Men’s victory in the Emerging Nations competition, the BHA is coordinating an official visit from the International Handball Federation (IHF).
· EHF Masterplan: Development coaches are continuing to gain international experience with age-group teams. Matches for the W17 and W19 teams against international opposition remain a core focus of the project’s second year.
· 2025-2029 Strategy: The Board will focus on building the next four-year strategic plan over the summer, with an emphasis on academy development in coordination with the SHA and EHA.
4. Finance and Operations
· Financial Transition: The BHA is currently restructuring its financial reporting systems and transitioning to a new banking platform (Chorus) to improve operational efficiency.
5. Competitions and Events
· International Qualifiers: The Board noted upcoming draws for the Men’s World Championship qualifiers and Euro 2028 promotion rounds.
· Venue Planning: Potential venues for home matches in late 2025 and early 2026 include Derby Arena and Nottingham University.
Next Meeting Dates: 10 September 2025 and 26 November 2025
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